DUNDAR CAVE
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Dunbar Cave State Natural Area
has been a State Park since 1975. The cave and its sur-
rounding 110 acres have considerable scenic, natural and
historicg signii:icance. The entrance offered shelter to
rehistoric Native Americans as far back as 10,000 years.
This cave is the on19 site in the United States where the
Public can see native American Mississippian cave art dat-
ing from aPProximatelg %50 A.D. Religious sgmbols includ-
ing circles, stars and a supernaturai male warrior figure
were drawn and carved on the walls of the cave aré can be
seen on the rcgular tour.

European-American settlement began in the late 1770’s,
with Thomas Dunbar being an earig resident. In the 19th
and early 20th centuries, Dunbar was a PoPu|ar mineral
sPrings resort. Inthe 19%0s it was associated with big band
music and dances, with performances bg such greats as
Artie Shaw and Benny Goodman. In 1948, country music
star Rog Acuff Purchasecl the Propertg and broadcast a
live country music radio show from the area.

The cave contains over 8 miles of maPPed passageway and
is the site of scientific invcstigation as well as uécd tours.
Rare animals bcing studied include the blind, un igmcntccl
cave fish and cragFis]'i, salamanders, and bats.Above
grouncl, oak—hickory forests and a small lake support
numerous wildflowers, songbircis and waterfowl, reptiles
and amPhibians, and mammals ranging from whitetail deer
to raccoon and grey tox.

Hikin 4

Over 3 miles of hiking trails range from the easy 2/3 mile
Lake Trail, the moderate 1 mile Short Lool:), to the strenu-
ous 2 mile Recovery Trail, which has several steep hills. All
trails take you ast the cave entrance and around the
lake. The Short LooP and Recovery Trails take you into
the forest and over successional Fic?cis.

Museum

A small natural historg museum is located in the Visitor
Center. Itis open between 8:00 a.m. and 450 p-m. as
staicxcing Pcrmits. Exhibits on mammals, birds, rocks,
nests, trees and seeds are included.

Picnic Pavilions and P|a3 rounds

Seven Picnic tables without gri s are available on a first-
come first-serve basis. Restrooms are in the nearb
Visitor Center, open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p-m. dai@

(closed some ho ic(ags)‘

Fishin 4

Fishing is available year-round in Swan Lake. Favorite
catches are bluegﬂﬁcarp, bass and catfish. A state fish-
ing license is rccluircd.
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Planned Programs

The park offers scheduled nature programs car-round
for a[ljl ages, on many nature toPics inci%ding?}ircis} wild-
Howcrsﬁ)ats, gcologg, and more.

Cave hikes are given to organizecl groups (ages three
and uP) b aPPointmen’c. Hikes are conducted for the
gcncral pu lic almost dailg from June — August and on
weekends in sPrin and fall. The cave is closed
December througi% I:cbruarg. Hikes are b}j Flashlight
(one per person rcquirecl, not Providcd). Wa|l<wags are
re]ativelg Elat but muclc]g in Places. Some stooPing and
climbing of s’ceps is necessary. GrouP size is limited and
reservations are strongly recommended. Call the Visitor
Center for a schedule , Prices or other information.

Dunbar Cave State Natural Area

RECOVERY TRAIL 1.9 MILES
SHORT LOOP 1.1 MILES
LAKE TRAIL .67 MILE
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